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The Working Man’s 
ApvocaTe is published 
every Saturday morning 
at the office of the Pro- 2 to dwell." —John Gray. 
pLe’s Rients, N. E. c. 
of Ann and Nassau sts. 
Terms $1.50 a year, 








“TI would restore the whole land to its 
to say, what it originally was, 


same rate for any short- § every man having as good a right to re 
er period. No paper? every other man.” —James B. O' Brien. 


sent longer than paid for. 
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“The earth is the habitation, the natural inheritance ofall mankind, > sold for ever —Moses. 
of ages present and to come: a habitation belonging to 1° men in 
particular, but to every man; and one in which ali have an equa right 


‘No one is able to protince a charter from heaven, or has any better 
title to a-particular possession than his neighbor. — Paley. 


and ever ought to be, the common pro- of words, upon parch. > 


in advance, or at the perty of all God’s people, the rents belonging to the nation only, and @ ment should convey ® 
nt a portion from the state, as 


The land shall not be : 


“There is no foun. 
dation in nature or ing 


. _ phatural law, whya set 
original destination, that is 


the dominion of land.” 


—Blackstone. Pk, PO 
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“The mass of man- 
Bae ture, or the gifts of 
Stheir backs, nora fa. happiness,’ to which I will add 


vored few booted and ‘The re 


spurred, ready to ride? the jands of the far west, whi 

orable 
the grace of. God.”— ) ning’s Lecture, Feb 
Jefferson's Last Letter. 
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To Advertisers. 

We have said nothing heretofore about advertising, be- 
cause we had little room to spare for it. Having enlarged 
the Peopie’s Ricurs, however, we shall hereafter be enabled 
to accommodate our friends and the public in that line to any 
extent. Our subscription list,-though small at present, is 
gradually swelling, and is destined eventually to become one 
of the largest in the city. Why not? Why should not the 
Working Classes have a paper devoted exclusively to their 
interests ; 1o the interests of useful labor? Merchants have 
papers exclusively devoted to their interests; so do lawyers 
and doctors. Every party and sect hasa paper. Are they, 
then, who produce all that the other ¢lasses eat and drink 
and wear, who build the houses and the shipping, and who, 
if there is any thing to be done in defending all this pro- 
perty, generally bear the brunt of the battle ; are they alone 
to be without a medium by which they can convey their 
thoughts to each other, and defend themselves against en- 
croachment and oppression? We can see no reason for 
this, and hence we have established theePror.e’s Rients. 

We will advertise in the People’s Rights as low as any 
other paper in the city, and all new advertisements will ap- 
pear once in the Working Man’s Advocate without addition- 
al charge. 

iaieninoeeten 
The Fali Eiection. 

From present indications, there is a possibility that a 
Working Men’s Tichet for Congress and the State Legisla- 
ture, may be elected try a handsome majority next fall. One 
of our sanguine friends estimates the vote for members of 
the Legislature, for the different tickets that will be run, in 
round numbers, as follows: Working Men’s, 27,000; Whig, 
13,000 ; Tammany, 9,000; Abolition (black) 700; Native 
American (white) 300—Total 50,000. 


Le oe 
Spirit of ’Seventy-Six. 

Some young mechanics were explaining, the other day, 
to a revolutionary soldier, aged 80, the object of this paper, 
to abolish the Monopoly of the Soil. ‘‘ That’s right,” said 
the old hero: * My children,’ continued he, “‘ some of us 
wanted that as soon as the war was over; and that was the 


time it ought to have been done.” Boys, do you hear that? 


Se ee 

Tue New Common Councit have made great progress 
in the work of decapitation; but they have done nothing 
towards providing Public Halls for the people to meet in, 
or Public Baths for those who are excluded from Nature’s 
beautiful rivers. Think of this, Working Men. 

eR 

> We are informed by a friend that the Polish patriot 
Kosciusko, left his estate, by will, to those who were culti- 
vators of it; leaving them, at the same time, his testimony 
in favor of the equal right to land. Can any one furnish us 
with his life, in which this faet is recorded? It appears to 
be necessary to accumulate authortties, to influence some of 
our modern patriots, who are afraid to take common sense 


for their guide. 
—— 

(> National Reform Meetings Thursday evening, corner 
of Chatham and Mulberry streets, New York; and at the 
North American Hotel, Williamsburgh. 

ee 

(>> In Rhode Island, free negroes are allowed to vote. 
Naturalized citizens are not, unless they own freeholds. 
Rhode Island is a Whig State. 


————>_——_ 

Col. Ricnarp M. Jounson arrived at Washington on 
Saturday night in excellent health. 

es 

(> The largest quantity of waste land in auy county of 
England is in the North Riding of Yorkshire, there being no 
less than 132,815 acres of common or waste land out of 
1,898,592. 

oe 

Murpvrr.—Allen De Greptenreid, of Chester, Georgia, 
was murdered in his own house Sunday night week, and a 
large amount of money taken at the same time. . The par- 
ticulars have not come to hand. 

—_—- —>—----- 

Droveur IN Georaia.—A gentleman at Columbia, writes 
that a distressing drought prevailed throughout the back 
country. 

>. 

From Frorma.—We have St. Augustine dates of the 
14th instant. There had been no rain at Jacksonville for 
two months, and vegetation there and at St. Augustine was 
suffering from drought. The U. 8. Revenue Cutter Nau- 
tilus, arrived at Jacksonville on the 10th. 





Inp1an War.—A letter received at independence, Mis- 
souri, from the mountains, states that at various times during 
the past winter, the Sioux Indians made inroads upon the 
Pawnee Indians—killing in their encounters eighty of the 
Pawnees, taking two of them prisoners, and destroying one 
hundred lodges. . Only three of the Sioux Indians were kil- 
led. It is further stated that all the independent. companies 
trading on the north fork of Platte, White river, and Mis- 
souri, have done well this season. , 

— ee 
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HEAP FASHIONABLE CLOTHING & TAILORING 


ESTABLISHMENT. —AIl who wish to economize in Dress the present 
Beason will call at MANN & McKIMM'S Cheap Cash Clothing Establishment, 
No. 25 Carmine street, neat Bleecker, New York. 

The Subscribers are much gratified with the general satisfaction expressed by 
their numerous customers for the last five years, and again take the ie of 
inviting them to call and inspect their present Spring and Summer Stock. The 
Subscribers are buying for Casa every thing they can find that is new, fashion- 
able and cheap; and do not hesitate tosay, that they have now on hand the 
cheapest and best assortment of Summer Goods in the City. The extensive 
stock of READY MADE CLOTHING, always on hand, consists of every variety, and 
is made in the best and most fashionable style. ; 

KF All Dry Goods suitable for Clothing, such as Cloths, Cassimeres, Vest- 
ipgs, &c., &c., will be sold by the yard or piece, as low as at any Dry Goods 

are in the City. The fbliowing List oF Prices will be found to be lewer 
than that of any other establishment in the City, when the quality of the Gar- 
mist OF PRISES--Pine Dress C 

‘ .—Fine Dress Coats, from $10 to $18; k Coats. from 
$12 to $.0; Over Coats, Cloaks, Sack and Saotien Bonts fd bly low. 
Wool Biack and Fancy Cassimere Pants, from $4 to @8: Satinet and Low 
Priced Cassimere Pants, from $1 75 to $5; Satin and Fancy Vests, from $1 to 
$4. A large assortment of Shirts, Bosoms, Collars, Stoeks, Oravats, Hosiery, 
Gloves, Handkerehiefs, Suspenders, and all kinds of Tailors’ Trimmings very 
low, Overalls of very heavy Blue and Brown Jean and Moleskin. ; 

. A FULL SUIT FURNISHED IN 24 HouRs. 
ei rices for Making and Trimming—a Fit in all cases Warranted :—Dress 
vom from $5 to $8; Frock Coats, from $¢ to $9; Panis, from $i 25 to $1 75; 

oy: $! 25 w 9175, Fashions from Paris and London monthly. 

BOYS’ CLOTHING cut and made in the Latest Style at equally low prices. 

MANN & McK1MM, 25 Carmine street. 
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Letter of Bishop Hughes. 
A long letter from this talented man, and apparently sin- 
cere Christian, appears in the Courier of Monday, addressed 
to the Mayor. Bishop Hughes says he received a letter 
from a young ‘“* Native American,” signed with his proper 
name, in which he is threatened with assassination. The 
letter is in the possession of the Mayor, and we hope the. 
writer, whoever he may be, will be severely dealt with. 
Such letters are not excusable, even if intended only to ter- 
rify without the least design to accomplish the threat. 
The Bishop enters into an elaborate argument, the object 
of which is to exculpate himself from having said or done 
anything calculated to inflame the public mind, or with a 
view to connect religion with matters purely political. ‘The 
whole letter is written in a spirit of candor and forbearance, 
which all who differ from him would do well to imitate. The 
Bishop complains much of a portion of the press in this 
city, particularly the Commercial Advertiser and the Herald. 
lt will be’ observed, by the following extract from his let- 
ter, that the Bishop distinctly avows that the Catholics claim 
no more than the equal rights guaranteed to them by the 
Constitution. In all the recent contests about the schools, 
we have never seen evidence that they did claim any more ; 
but we know, from conversation with them, that some Pro- 
testants, foreigners, 100, do claim more than their equal 
They appear not to have understood, 
that, in coming to this country, they were not coming to a 


rights in the schoots. 


Protestant country, or a Catholic country, but to a country 
where ali men, of every religion, sect, and opinion have 


equal rights of conscience. We have nothing to do with 


religion in this paper; but whenever men of any sect or 
party attempt to encroach on the public rights, we shall op- 
pose their proceedings. 


**T am nota politician ; but I profess to know something 
of the laws, as well as the weakness and depravity of human 
nature, and one of its moral laws is, that whenever there is 
a combination for the purpose of denouncing any particular 
class of men, the effect will be to drive the assailed into 
combination also. This was the eflect which I dreaded, 
among the Catholic people of New York, whether of native 
or foreign origin. And whilst I was laboring as I have 
already described to defeat this result, Mr. Bennett was fling- 
ing among us as a fire brand, the denunciations that were ut- 
tered in the meetings of the Native Americans. For not only 
were these denunciations against myself but against the Ca- 
tholic Churches of the city. I remember the proceedings 
of one meeting in particular, as reported in the Herald; I 
recollect distinctly the speech of one orator, who with vio- 
lent gestures proclaimed, ‘that there were dungeons under 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and that these could be intended 
for no other purpose than the imprisonment and the torture 
of the Protestant Ministers of the City when the Catholics 
gained the ascendancy.’ 1 quote the substance, if not the 
very language of the report. Since your election, I have 
been told that the whole of this meeting, and this atrocious 
language, was a fabrication of Bennett’s own! But how 
were the Catholics of the city to know this? 

You, sir, who must know something of human nature, 
need not be informed that in all of social outbreaks, parti- 
cularly of a riotous character, the moral incendiary first fires 
the passions, and then the victims of those inflamed passions 
are prepared to apply the torch or wield the murderous in- 
strument against the objects of their fury. Read again, if 
you please, the passage above quoted, proceeding from a 
meeting of Native-Americans, published in 20 or 30,000 
copies of the Herald, and cast forth on the population of 
this city, at a time of extraordinary excitement and deplor- 
able bitterness of feeling; be pleased to read it again, I say, 
and weighing these circumstances, make up your mind as to 
the effects which it was calculated, if not intended to pro- 
duce. It was calculated to destroy social confidence—pro- 
duce feelings of rage on one side, and of revenge on the 
other ; and among the least enlightened portion of the com- 
munity of all sides, to produce ‘that swelling up of bad pas- 
sions which an additional drop might have caused to over- 
flow, breaking down every barrier and leaving our fair city 
a scene of desolation, such as perhaps the world has never 
seen before. If the American Republicans held this lan- 
guage, are they not utterly inexcusable? But if they did 
not hold it, and if it was a fabrication of Bennett’s own in 
their-name, then, sir, have [ not said well, that.he is the 
most dangerous man to the peace of the community, that I 
have ever known or even read of? If, during the crisis, 
through which we have passed, one spark had been produced 
from the embers of strife which this man was fanning—if, 
owing to the insults on one side, and the instinct of mingled 
self-preservation and revenge on the other—a collision had 
taken place, and all who had been inflamed on either. side, 
feeling called upon, should rush to the support of their friends, 
I shudder at the contemplation of what might have been the 
consequence. 


Alas! alas! sir, that men cannot be content to worship 
God according to the dictates of their conscience, without 
preventing their fellow mortals from enjoying the same pri- 
vilege. On the school question, nothing more than the 
recognized legal rights of conscience lias been claimed for 
the Catholic children... These rights, the Catholics even 
under the most intolerant government never have given up, 
and. never will relinquish. They have been deprived of 
them by intolerant laws. If the American people are wil- 
ling to enact such laws, we shall submit to pains and penal- 
ties. We interfere with no other denomination of citizens— 
we wish them all to enjoy the same privileges that we claim 
for ourselves. Is not this the principle of the American 
Government? Is it not the pride and the boast and thé 
glory of the American people? And if it be all this, why 
is it that Americans are opposed to it 2 


I, sir, am nota man of strife or contention. 
sition is, I trust, both pacific and benevolent. 
of this, I may mention that I have never had a personal 
altercation with a human being in my life—that I have 
never had occasion to call others—or be called myself be- 
fore any civil tribunal of the earth. It is true that public 


My dispo- 


taking my stand in moral opposition to principles which I 
deemed injurious and unjust. But even then, I trust; 1 have 
made the distinction which Christian feeling suggests be- 
tween the cause and, the. person of the advocate arrayed 
against me. And though I have ‘sometimes perhaps been 
severe on.my opponents, I trust that it proceeded not from 
any malice in the heart—it came on me rather as a species 
of intellectual indignation at witnessing bad logic employed 


As a proof 





OUR NATURAL RIGHTS. 
A Pamphlet for the People: By one of Themselves. 


be CONTENTS. 
Introduction. 


Chap. I. British Constitution. The People utterly pow- 
erless under it. 
“Whose freedom is by sufferance, and at will 
ag dma he is never free.” Cowper. 
Chap. If. Great practical evils of the British system. 
Mainly founded on Monopoly of the Soil. American Revo- 
lution—French Revolution—British National Debt, a for- 
gery on the people. 
“ _— that you will not read in the gazettes, 

Butwhich ’tis time to teach the hireling tribe 

t fatten on their country’s gore and debts.” Byron. 

. III. The way the British taxes go. Rapacity 

and meanness of the aristocracy. 


. Tis avarice all: ambition is no more ; 

secant our Nobles begging to be slaves, *** 
all our fools aspiring to be knaves.”’ Pope. 

Chap. [V. Glance at the political history of Britain from 

the: American Revolution downward. Irish Volunteers. 

United Irishmen. Catholic Association. West India slave 


questien. ‘True merits of all these. 
‘« Who can tread the memorable fields, >, foe 
Where freedom’s battle has been lost and won ™ ™ | ~~ 
Nor feel thy mighty spirit Independence ~ war ee 
Great in his bosom.” Hetherington. 


Chap. V. Absolute ownership of land the foundation on 
which rests the whole superstructure of British society. Re- 
form impossible so long as that ownership exists. 5 
“Tishardly in a body’s power' a 
To Keep attimes from being sour, ~~~“: “Sige naples 
}see how things are shared.” "Burns. 
Chap. VI. Facts showing the mighty evils produced by 
Land Monopoly in the old countries. Reflections thereon. 
4 ‘‘ Stich dupes are men to custom, and so prone 





. To reverence what is ancient, and can plead Eg 
* A course of long observance for their use, Rie 
That even servitude, the worst of ills, Shee aia! 


Aes ve 


Because transmitted down from sire to son, 

1s kept and guarded as a sacred thing.” Cowper¥ 

Chap. VII. The nature of land ownership discussed—ou 
phil ical, historical, and scriptural grounds. Its absur- 
dity and impiety. 

Nature affords at least a glimmering light, 

The lines, though touched but faintly, are drawn right.’ 

‘S Pope. 

Chap. VIII. Spontaneous risings of the Irish people a 
gainst 
proposed reform and its consequences: Motto, “ As to a 
man farming his own property it is a heavenly life; but de- 
vil take the life of reaping the fruits that another must eat.’’-- 
Burn’s letter to Mrs. Dunlop. 

Chap. IX. Intentions of God and Nature in making Man 
hungry, and bidding the earth produce. Solicitude of na- 
ture to provide us with all our natural requirements. ‘The 
‘* divine right’’ of landlords a ridiculous hoax. Their whole 
lives one social, moral, and religious crime. 

“Our needful knowledge, like our needful food, 

Unhedged lies open in the common field.” 


A warning word to the American people. 


To wate 1s APPENDED 
Rise and progress of Land Monopoly in the United States. 
Its rapacity and insolence, even here in the midst of our 
Democratic Institutions. Cannot co-exist with true Repub- 
lican liberty. Correct Statement of the Questions at issue 
betweeen Stephen Van Renssellaer, and “ his tenants,”’ 
THE HELDERBERG FARMERS, 
A few copies for sale at this office, donated by the author for 
the benefit of the cause. Price 12 1-2 cents. 
a 


Our Forces on AND NEAR THE GuLF or Mexico.—The 
following United States forces have been ordered to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and vicinity, viz :— 

Military—Under the command of General Taylor—16 
companies, composing the 3d and 4th Regiments, from Jef- 
ferson Barracks, Missouri, ordered to the Texan borders. 
Stationed at Fort Jessup and Natchitoches were eleven com- 
panies, to which twelve have been added, making twenty- 
three companies, or about eleven hundred and fifty men. 

The confidential instructions to Gen. Taylor conclude— 

You will take prompt measures, in the first instance, by a 
confidential officer, and subsequently by the ordinary mail 
or special expresses, as you may deem necessary, to put 
yourself in communication with the President of Texas, in 
order to inform him of your present position and force, and 
to learn and to transmit to this office (all confidentially) 
whether any and what external danger may threaten that 
government or its people. Should such danger be found to 
exist, and appear to be imminent, you will collect and march 
the forces above indicated to the Sabine river, but not pro- 
ceed beyond the frontier without further instructions, keeping 


Young. 


transportation, as well as ample’ stores of subsistence and 
ammunition. 

By these instructions it is not meant to impress upon your 
mind the belief that the Government apprehend hostility 
with any foreign power. They are given to you for the pur- 
pose of enjoining circumspection and attention to the con- 
dition of your force. IL repeat the injunction of confidence, 
and the full reliance reposed in your judgment and prudence 
by the Government. 

Naval—Under command of Commodore Conner—The 
vessels of war cruising in the Gulf of Mexico, 14th of May, 
were, Frigate Potomac, Sloop Vincennes, and Brig Somers. 
Under orders, ready for sea, or on their way to the Gulf :— 
Sloop Vandalia, Sloop Falmouth, Steamer Union, Brig 
Bainbridge, and Brig Lawrence. Sloop Preble, expected 
home shortly, will also be ordered to the Gulf. The in- 
structions to Commodore Conner direct him to concentrate 
his forces in the visinity of Texas and Mexico, and in case 
of an invasion of the former, to remonstrate on behalf of the 
United States Government, communicating every move- 
ment to the Navy Department with all possible rapidity. 

a 

From Hayti.—Captain Baker, of the schooner Duty 
Chase, arrived yesterday morning in twelve days from Aux 
Cayes, reports that when he reached that port, on the Ist 
instant, he was hailed by a Haytien man of war, and told 


duty has not unfrequently forced upon me the necessity of | that he could not go in, the port being under blockade. He 


might go to Port au Prince or Jacmel, but if he attempted 
to go into Aux Cayes he would be ppsered. The Haytien 
| captain informed captain Baker that President Herard was 
in Aux Cayes with 15,000 men and that 10,000 more were 
to join him soon. Captain Baker heard firing all the time 
he lay off the port, which was seven days. 





“The earth is the mother of us all,—ourlives are the property 
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to defend worse bigotry,” 


of our country,—and the public domain is ours.”—Geo, W. Allen. 


. 
ears J 


“What are the rights to which men are entitled by the laws of Na- 


: Creator? The Declaration [of Independence 
hare with sngilian.o8 Ebee aheady named some of them; i. e. life, libert pe, fis pedentt 7 and agents. 


‘them legitimately by § t our unhapp brethren, but would restore 1 
rinciple oy grey from eitizenship.”—Rev. Wm. H. Chan- 


oppression of the landlords. Interesting tacts. 


in readiness, in the case supposed, all necessary means of 
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(>> Ten percent. al- 
lowed to postmasters 





» anequal right to the earth and other ele- 


“ A Postmaster mdy enclose 


ments, all equally indispensable to the existence of man.” —M. Jaques. ¢ money in a letter to the publisher 
: I propose for the increasing pauperis of the United § f 4 newspaper, to pay the _ 
States, and of New York, in particular, is the location of the poor on) frase nc et eritteae b 


I ‘ frank the letter if written by 
would not only aes permanent relief ¢ himself.” 


t self-respect and hon- 
Letters to be address- 


ed (postage free) to 
George H. Evans. 


Te 


$1.50 A YEAR.—4 c. Single. 


For the People’s Rights and“Working Man’s Advocate. 
Sons of Vulcan; 

Who are they? They are those who toil and sweat over 
the forge and the anvil the live-long day, amidst sulphur 
and smoke and the din of the hammer; a most useful class, 
by the way. A house, ship, steamboat, or any thing 
else, cannot be built without their aid. Theirs, therefore, 
stands among the first of useful and indispensable trades. 
The farmer cannot sow, reap, or mow without their aid; 
but, by the encroachment of machinery and other causes, 
there is, as in other trades, a surplus of them; hence they 
are often found rambling about begging employment, and 
many of them in a state of misery and degradation. Why 
should it be so? They are certainly as intelligent as most 
other classes; they can boast of a Greene, who led on his 
thousands to victory in our revolutionary struggle; and 
probably as many renowned for valor, learning, philosophy, 
and philanthropy, as any other trade, profession, or calling. 
They are a class that have seldom or never submitted to 
wrong; and many of them, like the noble Lount of Canada, 
and Wat Tyler of England, have suffered death for their 
devotion to the rights and liberties of their fellow men. 

Have we not beheld a Fulton and a Watts originating in- 
ventions by which time and space have almost been anni- 
hilated; again, a Greene, a Tyler, and a Lount leading on 
their thousands to avenge their country’s wrongs; and 
again, a Burrit diving into the recesses of classic lore, and 
to whom the language of the professions, hidden as they are 
from the gfeat mass, have become as familiar as his forge 
and anvil? In short, is there anything, which mankind are 
capable of doing, but what they have done? Why is it, 
then, that these men should be in a state of dependence? 
The reason is obvious. The time was, when the Black- 
smith worked in his little Suor_ by the way side, and tilled 
his little Farm; when he had nothing to do in his shop he 
raised produce for his family; but the increase of large 
manufactories, the monopoly of the soil, and the rapid 
accumulation of machinery, have, in many cases, caused the 
little shop on the highway side, and the little farm, to be 
given up, and compelled their occupant to take refuge in a 
city, and become the inmate. of a tenement not quite so 
agreeable or comfortable as the little cottage with its beauti- 
ful garden, its green treés, and its verdant lawn. Instead 
of breathing the fresh air of heaven in all its fragrance and 
freshness, on his own premises, he now must toil for a 
master, amidst the turmoil, din, and confusion of a manufac- 
tory ; compelled to be shut up for eleven hours in heat, 
dirt, and smoke, from which there is not a moment’s leisure, 
until the bell sounds for a short respite ;-a sound as pleasing 
to him as the gentle and soothing sounds of an Aolian 
harp; and a short respite, it is, indeed ; for scarcely is he 
seated and his meal hastily swallowed, when he is startled 
by the same sound that before was so pleasing to him, and 
springs to his feet, as though he heard his death knell, to 
toil again, every moment appearing an hour, and the after- 
noon an age, till the bell again announces a respite. Why 
does this toil seem irksome? Why does time fly so tardily ? 
Why the sound of the bell so pleasing at noon and night, 
and so doleful when toil begins? Did you ever ask your- 
selves the question? If not, tistime. You are toiling for 
a landlord and a master; toiling for a miserable pittance ; 
toiling to enrich a few and impoverish yourselves. Do you 
not know that we have in this country millions of acres of 
land, held by the government for the people? Do you not 
know that a number of working men in this city have orga- 
nized for the purpose of making these public lands free to 
actual settlers; and that once accomplished, the son of Vul- 
can again have his little snor by the wayside, and his snug 
little corraGe and Farm to till, and again become his own 
man! Old Vulcan, the tutelary deity ofthe Blacksmiths, it 
is said, forged thunderbolts to throw at the gods. The sons 
of Vulcan should no longer forge fetters to bind themselves 
to the car of party, but should forge bolts, not to throw at 
throw at the gods, but to throw at the speculators and 
bankers, (who have monopolized the soil here, and who will, if 
they can, monopolize the public lands,) until they batter 
down the altar of Mammon, and shiver his sceptre for ever. 





Cape. 
——@————- 

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The undersigned solicit the most serious attention 
of your honorable body to the following facts : 

First, That owing to the progress of Machinery, 
and other concurrent causes, the condition of the 
working population, in the seaboard cities, and 
other populous districts of the Republic, is neither so 
comfortable nor so independent as that of American 
citizens ought to be. 

Secondly, ‘That the United States government 
holds in trust for the people large territories of Soil 
waste and unproductive, an object of usury and traf- 
fic to speculators ; while the citizens aforenamed, 
with their families, are in a state of penury and de- 
pendance. 

It will not, we presume, require any argument on 
our part to satisfy your honorable body that sucha 
state of things is both unjust and impolitic, and ought 
not to be found e: isting in a Democratic Republic 
like this. : 

We therefore solicit your honorable body to pass 
with all convenient haste, a law, by which every 
citizen, who may be desirous of cultivating the earth 
for a living, shall be enabled to enter upon the Pub- 
lic Lands, and occupy a reasonable sized farm there- 
on free of cost. | aR 

And furthermore, that your honorable body will 
promptly take such legislative action as will pre- 
serve the public lands from the grasp of mere specu- 
lators and monopolists, reserving the same for the 
jexclusive use of Actual Settlers. 
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The Northern Star is a mammoth sheet, published in Leeds, 
England. Its proprietor and editor is the celebrated Feancus 
O’Connor, and the publisher, Mr. Josuua Hogson. Itis by 
far the most infldeétitial and widely circulated among the Chart- 
istdoprnals. “2, %, 2 hi : E 

Mr. O’Connor is one of the most indefatigable of the Chart- 
ist Leaders, and unwearied in his efforts to obtain a better rule 
for the division of landed property, so that the poorest of Eng- 
land’s poor, like those of France, may ‘have a home on the soil, 
as a matter of right. He is the son of Roger O’Connor, (the 
friend of Sir Francis Burdett,) who with Emmet, MacNevin, 
and others of Ireland’s most devoted patriots, were for above 
four years kept in close confinement in the state prison, Fort 
George, Scotland. His Uncle, Arthur O’Connor, once High 
Sheriff of Cork county, and highly distinguished in the strug- 


| gle from 1782 to '98, by the Irish, for independence, was tried 
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FREEDOM'S WiIREATIE. 


A SIX MILE SQUARE TOWNSHIP. 
140 Farms of 160 Acres, and about 40 Lots of five acres. 
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The above is calculated for the Public Lands, and it is proposed 
that every citizen shall have free access to any vacant Farmor Lot, 
at his option, to occupy the same for life, with power at any time 
to dispose of his improvements to those not possessed of other lands. 
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NATIONAL REFORM ASSOCIATION. 


{>> National Reform Meetings Thursday evening, corner 
of Chatham and Mulberry streets, New York ; and at the 
North American Hotel, Williamsburgh, on Friday evening. 

a 
Communications for the National Reform Association 
should be addressed (post-paid)'to Joun WiNopvt, secretary of 
the Association, New York. 
a 
PLEDGE. 

We, whose names are annexed, desirous of restoring to 
man his Natural Right to Land, do solemnly agree, that we 
will not vote for any man, for any legislative office, who will 
not pledge himself, in writing, to use all the influence of his 
station, if elected, to prevent all further traffic in the Public 
Lands of the States and of the United States, and to cause 
them to be laid out in Farms and Lots for the free and ex- 
clusive use of actual settlers. 








Sian, 
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“ Convince me that a principle is right in the abstract, and I will re- 
duce it to practice, if I can.” WiciraM Leceerr, 


~—_ 


= 





844. 


~ SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1 








BCC Advertisements should be brought in by noon on the day 
previous to the day of publication. Notices of Working Men's 
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The People’s Cause. 

Matter crowds upon us. The People’s cause is advancing, 
and we regret that we have not the means of laying fully be- 
We commence 
today a new series of the Peopie’s Rieurs, double its former 
size, and contemplate further improvements, among which is a 
powerful addition to our editorial strength. Our means are 
very limited, but, whether supported or not, by the People, 
whose cause we have espoused, we shall go on to the extent 
of our means in this work. We will do our duty, come what 
may. But we have no fear of the result. 

. What have we done ? 


fore our readers every evidence of its progress. 


Ten weeks ago, we proclaimed to 
the world that our object was ‘“‘ T’o restore to man his natural 
right to land.” We have raised the expectations not only of 
the oppressed here, but of the suffering millions of Europe. 


The PLEDGE, which we adopted on the 8th of March last, ! 


at Croton Hall, and which we shall continue to propose as the 
bond of union for every working man, and every honest man 
in the United States, has been published in Great Britain, and 
the approbation of our brethren there cheers us on in the work! 
Shall we disappoint them? Shall we confess to them, that 
what they contend for, the right of self-government, is power- 
lessin our hands? Shall we tell their oppressors, that with 
all that they contend for, the right to govern ourselves, we 
know not how to prevent the producer from becoming more 
degraded and dependent on the non-producer? Forbid the 
thought! Let us no longer furnish to Europe's despots an 
argument more powerful to them than their bayonets! Let 
us give them an argument that will turn their bayonets against 
themselves, rather than against the people! Let usshow them 
that we know the use of freedom ; that we know the meaning 
of Equal Rights! 

They shall not look to usin vain! ‘The longing eyes of the 
working men of England, Ireland. Scotland, and Wales shall 
not be strained in vain, looking to this continent for the fruits of 
liberty. In the intoxication of our joy at our relief from the 
British yoke, we have neglected some remmants of British rule 
that can no longer be neglected. 

‘The British system of Land Monopoly shall be tolerated in 
this country no longer. It shall cease, or we will cease to 
breathe. We vow unceasing hostility to it. The land must 
be'free to every American Citizen who desires to become a 
landholder, and then we shall have the means of spreading the 
doctrine of man’s natural right to the soil throughout the world. 
Where is the power that shall stem the wave of which we have 
raised the first ripple? We are the advanced guard of the 
army of liberty. ‘Too long have we remained inactive. After 
our revolutionary victory we have indulged ina little debauch. 
Let the headache it has left upon us admonish us to 
Pledge, and let our watchword be “ Onward!” till our country 
is, not merely the home of the land-Lord, but, truly, 

“The land of the free, and the home of the brave.” 


In our paper today will be found a most able article from the 
Northern Star, the official organ of the English Cuarrists, 


a body, the prototype of that body which gave impetus to the 
American revolution. 


sign the 


for high treason at Maidstone; went to France; became a 
general of division under the Republic, and the proprietor of ® 
liberal journal in the English language, published in Paris 
during the war with England. 

Feargus O’Connor made his appearance in the Imperial 
parliament, as representative for the great county of Cork, 
which now sends O’Connell, and contains 800,000 inhabitants, 
or about as many as the twelve counties of Wales. He agreed 
with O’Connell in his measures for a time, and when he ceased 
to do so, rétired from parliament. He has been often harassed, 
and fined, and tormented in ‘various ways by the English au- 
thorities; and was at one time subjected to a very severe and 
painful imprisonment of fifteen months, which greatly affected 
his health. ‘Although a native of Ireland, no party in England 
have yet denounced him as a “foreigner; and, although a 
Protestant, he has had ample proofs of ‘Catholic’ liberality 
both in England and Scotland. 

One of the things that cheered us on, when preparing 
to embark in this movement, was to learn that Feargus 
O’Connor was engaged, by lectures and by his papers, in 
promulgating the doctrine that “The land makes the man.” 
How fully he is prepared to carry out this doctrine, in spite 
of bolts and bars, will be seen froin the article {which we 
publish. Henceforth we shall regard the English Chartists 
(not doubting that O’Connor truly represents them) as bre- 
thren engaged in the same cause. 

We call especial attention to the comments of the Northern 
Star on Slavery, our ‘‘lust for Military Rapine,” our want 
of sympathy for the oppressed Working Classes of Great 
Britain, and the degraded condition of our Press. His denun- 
ciation of slavery is natural enough. It speaks our first im- 
pressions on the subject, and we are no less opposed to slavery 
now than we ever have been, notwithstanding a charge to the 
contrary in an abolition paper. But we have lived to learn 
that the slave to the land-Zord and capitalist class is in a worse, 
aye, a worse condition, than the slave who has a master of his 
own. We are opposed to every form of slavery ; but if we were 
compelled, under the present system of land monopoly, to 
choose between the northern factory or the southern plantation, 
we would jump at the latter. Should we, then, reduce the black 
slave to the Tevel of the landless white, even if we had the 
power? Surely not Should the black desire to transfer him- 
self from the one form of slavery to the other, we would not 
throw astraw in his way ; but we would not persuade him into 
the suicidal act. In our opinion, until the negro can get his 
land as well as his body, he is better offas he is. And, though 
we do not attach as much importance as some people tothe adage 
‘charity begins at home,” we believe that every consideration 
of reason, of humanity, and of justice calls upon the white popu- 
lation of the United States, who have the power, (the ballot,) 
as a first measure, a measure more important than any other 
that isor ever was before them, to free the lands. 

As to the “lust for military rapine,” with which we are 
charged, it may be termed a compound passion, made up of 
one good quality, a hatred of oppression, and one bad quality, 
a desire for speculation, engendered by our unrighteous traffic 
in the land. Our remedy goes tothe root of this as well as 
many other evils. 

More serious is the charge against us of awant of sympathy 
for the oppressed of Great Britain, who are struggling for their 
rights. ‘To this charge, on the part of the American people, we 
plead not guilty. The charge against a large portion of the 
American press is too true. Drawing their main support from 
the classes who,.by various monopolies based on that root of all 
monopolies, the monopoly of the soil, consume the substance 
of useful Jabor, they generally pander to the sordid interests of 
their best supporters. ‘The movements of the People’s oppres- 
sors are duly chronicled in their columns; but the efforts of the 
People in England, in Rhode Island, in New York, the move- 
ments of the People, any where, are passed over by them in 
silence, with a sneer, or a lie! Instead of aiding the Chartists 
of England or the Working Men of Rhode Island to obtain 
Universal Suffrage, the base press, with a few honorable excep- 
tions, would gladly recall the old property qualification. The 
new and universal property qualification is as yet an unsolved 
problem to them. 

The People of the United States will sympathize with the 
down-trodden of “ their own kith and kin,” when they have a 
press that will give them the facts. The Working Classes will 
sympathize with the efforts of the Chartists to obtain universal 
suffrage, when they have learned the use of it themselves, 
They are now taking a lesson. 

To the fourth charge of the Star, of “ an abuse of the rights 
of citizenship in allowing monopolies to spring up Amongst us, 
our movement is the answer. It at once confesses the sin, and 
promises repentance. 

The People’s Cause is the same throughout the world. It is 
our work to perfect a Parrern Repuc ic. 

oipeaitigne sith 
PROPOSED TOTAL ABOLISHMENT OF IMPRI- 
SONMENT FOR DEBT IN ENGLAND. 

Lord Cottenham has brought forward, and the Lord 
Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice of the Queen’s Bench, 
Lord Brougham, and Lord Campbell have seconded, rati- 
fied, and wholly approved a bill for abolishing wholly im- 
prisonment for debt in this country. The reception the 
measure has met with is a guarantee to its success, and it 
may henceforth be considered as law that the property and 
not the person of the debtor must pay his creditor.. The 
examples brought forward by Lord Cottenham and Lord 
Denman, of iniquitous, ruinous, and cruel incareeration of 
debtors for small sums were really frightful, and the state of 
the debtor’s prison was very properly alluded to as demon- 
strating that some change must be made. Arrest on “* mesne 
process” has for some years been abandoned, and persons 
can only be imprisoned now upon judgments, except in 
cases of fraud. But imprisonment upon judgments is also to 
be put on record too, so that in future those who give credit 
must not calculate on incarcerating a man for many years, 
or for his life too often, if he does not pay them. 

The laws for the collection of debts are equally absurd as 
imprisonment.for debt, and far more injurious, when we ex- 
amine all the social and political evils connected with their 
existence. The United States set the example of abolition 
of imprisonment for debt; and they must make haste in 
taking the second step, abolition of coercive collection, or 
the statesmen of the old rotten monarchy will be ahead of 


them yet. 


Fb tats IRE = 4 
(G” We are indebted to R. D. Owen, M. C. for several 
Public Documents, a portion of which we shall transfer to our 
eolumns, 





VIEWS OF ANDREW JACKSON ON THE PUBLIC 
LAND QUESTION, 


To those who pin their faith on the sleeve of some great 
man, who have no-idea.that. any new and useful truth can be 
promulgated except by those high in office, and who have 
no confidence in the success of any measure, unless its lead- 
ing advocate is a President, a General, or, at least, a Co- 
lonel; to all such, especially, we recommend the perusal of 
the following extract, from the Fourth Annual Message of 
President General ANDREW JAcKsON, delivered to Congress 
on the 4th of December, 1832 :— 


_ “ Among the interests which merit the considera- 
tion of Congress after the payment of the public 
debt, one of the most important, in my view, is that 
of the public lands. Previous to the formation of 
our present constitution, it was recommended by 
Congress that a portion of our waste lands owned 
by the states should be ceded to the United States 
for the purposes of general harmony, and as a fund 
to meet the expenses of the war. ‘The recommen- 
dation was adopted, and, at different periods of time, 
the states of Massachusetts, New York, Virginia 
North and South Carolina, and Georgia, aveited 
their vacant soil for the uses fer which they hidheae 
asked. As the lands may now be considered as re- 
lieved from this pledge, the object for which they 
were ceded having been accomplished, it is in the 
discretion of Congress to dispose of them in such way 
as best to conduce to the quiet, harmony, and general 
interest of the American people. In exumining this 
question, all local and sectional feelings should be dis- 
carded, and the whole United States regarded as one 
people, interested alike in the prosperity of their com- 
mon country. 


these lands constitutes the true interest of the republic. 
The wealth and strength of a country are its popu- 
lation, and the best part of that population are the 
cultivators of the soil. Independent farmers are 
everywhere the basis of society, and true friends of 
liberty. 

In addition to these considerations, questions have 
already arisen, and may be expected hereafter to 
grow out of the public lands, which involve the rights 
of the new states, and the powers of the general 
government ; and unless a iiberal policy be now adopt- 
ed, there is danger that these questions may speedily 
assume an importance not now generally anticipated. 
The influence of a great sectional interest, when 
brought in full action, will be found more dangerous 
to the harmony and union of the states than any 
other cause of disconient; and it is the part of wis- 
dom and sound policy to foresee its approaches, and 
endeavor, if possible, to counteract them. 

“‘ Of the various schemes which have been hither- 
to proposed in regard to the disposal of the public 
lands, none has yet received the entire approbation 
of the national legislature. Deeply impressed with 
the importance of a speedy and satisfactory arrange- 
ment of the subject, I deem it my duty on this occa- 
sion to urge it on your consideration, and, to the 
propositions which have been heretofore suggested 
by others, to contribute those reflections which have 
occurred to me, in the hope that they may assist 
you in your future deliberations. 

‘It seems to me to be our true policy that the 
public lands shall cease, as soon as practicable, to be 
a source of revenue, and that they be sold to settlers 
in limited parcels, at a price barely sufficient to re- 
imburse to the United States the expense of the pre- 
sent system, and the cost arising under our Indian 
compacts. ‘The advantage of accurate surveys and 
undoubted titles, now secured to purchasers, seem 
to forbid the abolition of the present system, because 
none can be substituted which will more perfectly 
}accomplish these important ends. It is desirable, 
however, that in convenient time this machinery be 
withdrawn from the states, and that the right of soil 
and the future disposition of it, be surrendered to 
the states, respectively, in which it lies. 

‘The adventurous and hardy population of the 
west, besides contributing their equal share of taxa- 
tion under our impost system, have, in the progress 
of our government, for the lands they occupy, paid 
into the treasury a large proportion of forty millions 
of dollars, and of the revenue received therefrom, 
but a small part has been expended among them. 
When, to the disadvantage of their situation in this 
respect, we add the consideration that it is-their la- 
bour alone which gives real value to the lands, and 
that the proceeds arising from their sale are distri- 
buted chiefly among states which had not originally 
any claim to them, and which had enjoyed the 
undivided emolument arising from the sale of their 
own lands, it cannot be expected that the new states 
will remain longer contented with the present policy 
after the payment of the public debt. To avert the 
consequences which may be apprehended from thas 
course, éo put an end for ever to all partial and inter- 


ested legislation on this subject, and to afford to 
EVERY AMERICAN CITIZEN of enterprise, the 
opportunity of securing AN INDEPENDENT 
FREEHOLD, it seems to me, therefore, best to 
abandon the idea of raising a future revenue out of 


the public lands.” 


Let us make a paragraph out of the above, and see how 
it will read :— 


ANDREW JACKSON’S OPINIONS IN 1832. 


‘It is in the discretion of Congress to dispose of the Pub- 
lic Lands in such a way as best to conduce to the quiet, har- 
mony, and general interest of the American People. ‘ 
It cannot be doubted that the speedy settlement of these 
lands constitutes the true interest of the Republic. : 
Independent Farmers are everywhere the basis of society, 
and true friends of liberty. . . . Unlessa liberal policy 
be adopted, there is danger that these questions [concerning 
the Public Lands] may speedily assume an importance not 
now generally anticipated. It seems to me to be 
our true policy that the Public Lands shall cease, as soon as 
practicable, to be a source of revenue. : To put an 
end for ever to all partial and_ interested legislation on this 
subject, and to afford to EVERY AMERICAN CITIZEN 
of enterprize the opportunity of securing an INDEPEND- 
ENT FREEHOLD, it seems to me, therefore, best to 


abandon the idea of raising a future revenue out of the 
Public Lands.” ys y 


There, pot-house politicians, in and out of Congress, put 
that in your pipe and smoke it; and while you_are puffing, 
just reflect, and then let us know, while you have been hur- 
raing for Jackson, and making long speeches, whether .the 
thought ever entered your minds of carrying into practice 
the most important measure ever brought to public notice 
by Andrew Jackson; and if you ever had such a thought, 
show us what you have done towards carrying the measure 
into practice, We fear that it would be a Paddy’s flea at- 


. 
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‘*It cannot be doubted that the speedy settlement of 


tempt, to place a finger on any act of yours = 
this end. But yow alone are not to blame {oy the . 

A large majority of the American people lead 
as we believe, truly consider, Jackson to be the | 
all things considered, among the prominent Politig, 
age. Many a Cincinnatus, doubtless, is unkknoy 
the limits of his rural circle, in the bosom of they 
whose retiring modesty will not allow him to emb, 
yet muddy sea of polities; but, among the malig 
have been thrown to the surface by the dirty Wk 
party, a large majority of the American peopl ° 
is not a greater than Jackson. Yet it is Dea 
years since Jackson told Congress that, in his ; 
was best to abandon the idea of raising a futur: ,, 
of the Public Lands ; and yet Conaresgs still ly 
lands for the benefit of speculators! Queen Vi, 
still, if she please, through an agent, become the h 
of ** Native Americans”’ ! 

Previous to the date of the Jackson’s Mogg, 
quoted, doctrines very similar to those of Jackson, 
mulgated through the columns of the Daily Sy 


were regularly addressed to the President, freqy 
articles on this subject marked in them. Wheth 
the mass of matter which was probably obtruded , 
tice of the Executive in this way, these article 
agency in putting his great mind in the train 
which produced the matter now recalled to public 
of little consequence. Could such agency be 
would only make more prominent a prominent tr 
drew Jackson’s character, his moral heroism in bi 
ward, without hesitation, any measure he believes) 


measure of Andrew Jackson's, except this res 
Public Lands, did the People refase to sanction’; 
in error on this subject alone? This question w 
about to receive a speedy answer. 

We have already laid some of JErrerson’s 9, 
fore our readers. Let them select such of the 
upon this question, couple them with Jackson’s, ; 
they can extract their true meaning. 


-_ J? 
The Work goes bravely on. 
The National Reform Meeting on Thursday ey 


was not large; we shall never call these meeting; 
the thousands attend them; but it was in the » 
Numerous converts were made, and names add 
Pledge. Not a man appeared to be there wh 
convinced that this movement is all that it has 
claimed to be, and it was evident that Auxiliaries 
be established, or the Association must get a large 
meet in. 

At this meeting Mr. Pyne was ealled to the ¢ 
Grorce H. Evans appointed Secretary pro 
Chairman, in a brief and perspicuous manner, exp; 
objects of the Association, and the importane 
PLEDGE as its bond of Union. He then called on 
NING, who responded in an address, abounding \ 
too seldom told, sledge hammer strokes at the ar 
and touches of native eloquence. The Secretary 


appears in our columns today, almost every perio: 
was received with bursts of the most enthusiastic 

Mr. Devyr, being loudly called for, then ads 
meeting at length, in his usual forcible and eloque: 
tracing the progress of Land Monopoly in Englai 
earliest history to its latest abhorrent phase, it 
tyrannical oppression of the poor, the Enclosure 
mons bill, and driving home by a series of unansw 


must adopt the measure proposed by the Nation 


(~ A sketch of the speeches in our next. 
—_———___ 
Amusing Simplicity. 


several State governments.” 
that the bankruptcy was caused immediately ani! 
by the unconstitutional emission of State “ bills 
promises to pay in the shape of State Bonds, &c. 
ceeds of which were received by this country in # 
of manufactured goods. 
cause” was, perhaps, the Bank of England pi 


Land Speculators, who were giving their rasci 
“promises to pay” for the valuable acres of ‘i 
Lands. 

Another reason why “ American stocks becas 
able in England ” was the appearance in Londo» 
phlet, written by a citizen of this State, proying (00 
that those ‘* State Bonds” were unconstitutional, i" 
law to enforce their payment; which was in 
backed by the legal opinion of Daniel Websic'' 
given to the Barings—although Daniel was ther’ 
put off Massachusetts bonds. 
State Stocks were “ unsaleahle,” 
fundmongers will be sufficiently burnt, that suc’ 
for oppressing posterity may forever be unsaleal 

cee neti 
Biacksmiths’ Meeting. 

At a Meeting of Blacksmiths, Finishers, and !! 
Dunn’s Hotel, on Wednesday evening, May O90 |¥ 


MANNING secretary. 
Mr. Mannine stated the objects of calling the me 


of the Sons of Vulcan. 
per in relation tothe movement of making the ?»’ 


lation to the subject, and showing the advantages 


plaining the system and the organization of the N” 
form Association. 
After some discussion and consultation it was 1))¢! 
Resolved—That we form a Blacksmiths’ and "§ 
Association, for the better protection of our Rights any 
Resolved—T hat this meeting adjourn to mee‘ 4’ 
call of the Chairman and Secretary, and that these !/ 
be published in the Peorue’s Ries. 
Ricmarp W. Bre*} 
E. 8. Mannine, Sec’y. 





Working Man’s Advocate, (first scries,) and 1) 


and it is to be*"R 


free to actual settlers; to which he added a few re!" 


accrue to the Working Men if this measure was 
a strong appeal to them to organize for the purp’ 


with an abiding faith in the power of truth 


to the meeting the article from the Northern Si 


4 


monstrations, to the mind of every hearer, the tru 
avert from our posterity the fate of the English ii 


Association to restore to the people their Right to! 5 


The organ of the British Fundmongers, the “8 ) 
in its leading article of Friday, May 24, says, “ Te 
difficulties and the alarm on the Boundary Questio . 
doubtedly the immediate causes of the bankrup’(™ 


Another important “@m 


a 


Ricnarp W. Breese was appointed chairman, °F 


Mr. Evans, by request, read some extracts {RR 


ee 


screws on the “ kiting system,” pretty much in ‘Be 
way that Old Hickory’s: Specie Circular brougi fie 
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Most people hav fem 


3 


Fig 


From the day that pamphlet reached London, !? 


appended a few remarks upon the necessity of all off 4 ‘ 
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From the “ Northern Star” of April 20. 
‘ALL MEN ARE BORN FREE AND EQUAL? 


“We are oppressed, and have too long 
Knelt at our proud lords’ feet ; we have too lonz 
Obeyed their orders, bowed to their caprices — 
Sweated for them the wearying summer’s day ; 
Wasted for them the wages of our toil; 
Fought for them ; conquered for them; bled for them; 
5 Still to be trampled on and still despised! 
But we will break our chains !” 

It was a day ever memorable in the annals of human 
kind when, amid the din of contending armies and the roar 
of mortal conflict, the sages and statesmen of America dared 
to meet and proclaim in the teeth of tyrant-ridden Europe, 
the long outraged but eternal truth, that * all men are born 
free and equal :” thus throwing down the gauntlet to oppres- 
sion, and summoning the oppressed to the struggle for free- 
dom: a struggle which from that hour to this has unceas- 
ingly continued, and which must and wit continve until 
wrong and robbery, usurpation and fraud, are everywhere 
smitten down, and the heel of all-conquering justice placed 
upon the writhing, choking, expiring throat of fallen, dis- 
comfited tyranny. 

Ah! it was no vain fable that poets have sung and philo- 
sophers declaimed of,—that the principles of truth and er- 
ror, light and darkness, have from the beginning been en- 
gaged in deadly conflict, alternately triamphing and suc- 
cumbing. For ages were the ¢lories of the ancient democra- 
cies veiled by the Stygian night of kingly and priestly gloom 
that succeeded their greatness; till, in the New World, the 
sun of freedum once more emerged from behind the clouds 
of despotism, infusing the warmth of hope into the breasts 
of suffering millions, and kindling in the _patriot’s heart that 
fire of freedom, which once ignited, not even oceans of 
blood can extinguish ! 

Yes, it was a day pregnant with blessed hope for the hu- 
man race, when JEFFERSON proclaimed those principles, 
which, embodied in the immortal DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE, rent the New World from the domin- 
ation of the Old! ‘The fruits were speedily seen in that 
fearful and unprecedented struggle which democracy entered 
into with the League of Kings, which in Europe combined 
to arrest her progress. ‘That progress was arrested: not 
through the invine:bility of the thrones, hierarchies, and 
aristocracies of Enrope ; but through the treason of liberty’s 
pretended friends. Siill the strife continues. Democracy 
ts advancing with giant strides in Britain; while on the con- 
tinent from Paris to Athens, from Vienna to Lisbon, from 
Warsaw to Rome, trinaphs are daily achieved, or the ele- 
ments of convulsion are silently gathering which will result 
in changes unequalled in their importance, and of lasting 
benefit to the human family. e.- 

And the signal triumpt of America, in her struggle for 
national independence and political freedom, was the grand 
precursor of these coming changes, 

Yet has there not been wanting much in the abuses of 
American Republicanism which has tended to retard the 
march of liberty, and arm the apologists of tyranny with 
weapons with which they lave not failed to use in combat- 
ting their opponents. 

We will name a few of these abuses. 

First. Slavery. That damning stain upon the American 
escutcheon, is one that has caused the Republicans of Eu- 
rope to weep for very shane and mortification; and the 
people of the United States have much to answer for at the 
bar of humanity for this indecent, cruel, revolting, and fiend- 
ish violation of their boasted principle—that ‘* All men are 
born free and equal.” 

Secondly. Their lust for Military Rapine. We do not 
charge them with being worse than the ruling classes of Eu- 
rope in that respect. On the contrary, they are not a mil- 
lionth part so bad: but there should be no comparison. The 
unceasing roar for ** War,” “War,” “ WAR,’—not for 
the liberation of enslaved nations, but for the enlargement 
of territory and the humbling of England, the ambition and 
bloody conquests of whose rulers they seem desirous of 
IMITATING, affords food for sorrowful reflection. To the en- 
slaved people of this country, who have scarcely an inch of 
soil in their native land they can call their own, it matters not 
ene straw whether the Americans ** annex Texas” or seize 
upon the Oregon; bat to the lovers of liberty and the be- 


—_ —T 


We trust its perusal will incite them to a more united and 
determined course of action, to achieve for themselves those 
rights and functions, the use of which the Americans are at 
length beginning to find out. A second, a larger, and still 
more enthusiastic meeting was held on the 20th of March, 
which was addressed, among others, by Messrs, Devyr and 
Commerrorp, and that singular but determined and popular 
character Mixe Watsu, Editor of the Subterranean. At 
this second meeting a most important Report or Address 


in our next. We beg also to point out the eloquent and 
forcible article from the pen of Mixe Watsn, headed, 
 Aorarianism,” It proclaims the pure spirit of equality ; 
and in “thoughts that breathe and words that burn,” 
points out the giant cause of the slavery and of suffering hu- 
manity. 

That cause is the monopoly of the soil; the wholesale 
robbery of the land. In England we see the last free por- 
tion of God’s earth about to be wrested from us by that 
gigantic scheme of spoliation, Lord Worsiey’s Enclosure 
Bill. In America we have seen millions upon millions of 
the public lands plundered by the greedy speculator; and 
as natural a consequence, the bastard aristocracy of the 
States emulating the pride and luxury of the feudalists of 
Europe, and doing their utmost to destroy the glorious in- 
stitutions of their country by sapping public morals and 
creating political debauchery. But behold the difference be- 
tween the two countries! In England we submit to the rob- 
bery: for, alas! politically and physically we are bound hand 
and foot—slaves! We dare scarcely breathe our wrongs ; 
“for the bayonet of the hireling is ever ready to defend the 
combined few who have their feet on the necks of the many.” 
We only gnash our teeth and bide our time. But in the 
United States, although her citizens have, “like unfaithful 
stewards,” hitherto made a most unworthy use of the rights 
possessed by them, but forcibly withheld from us; still they 
possess the right, Truzy wigLD THE Power. If they are 
miserable and oppressed it is their own fault, They require 
but to be set right; to see their way clear; and, forthwith, 
they have but to will their freedom, and lo! they are free ! 
They have not to struggle through a lengthened period of 
agitation, suffering, and contest, to obtain the axe to bring 
down corruption’s tree! They have the axe! They re- 
quire but the sense to will, and the arm to wield, and the 
pestiferous upas will lie low upon the plain ! 

Our present remarks are but introductory to a subject far 
too vast to be disposed of in one week’s paper ; for the pre- 
sent we content ourselves by giving insertion to the follow- 
ing pledge, the bond of the American 


AGRARIAN LEAGUE. 

‘‘We, whose names are annexed, desirous of restoring to 
man his natural right to land, do solemnly agree, that we 
will not vote for any man, for any legislative office, who will 
not pledge himself, in writing, to use all the influence of his 
station, if elected, to prevent all further traffic in the lands of 
the States, and of the United States, and to cause them to be 


laid out in farms and lots for the free and exclusive use of 
actual settlers.”’ 


On this pledge, and matters connected therewith, we shall 
have much to say hereafter. In the meantime, while wish- 
ing God speed to our American brethren, we trust their 
present example will stimulate the men of England to per- 
severe through all changes of fortune, through all persecu- 
tion and calumny, suffering and wrong, for the obtainment 
of that glorious Charter which will arm them with the rights 
of citizenship, and enable them to stand side by side with 
the Republicans of America, free as. nature made them, and 
happy as the great Sire of all designed his children should be. 


SIGNS OCF THE TIMES IN FRANCE. 


It is announced in the Gazette de France that the 
punishments against the press, since 1830, amount 
to 7,500,000 frances [$1,406,250] in fines, and 184 
years’ imprisonment. 

The King’s birthday was celebrated with great 
splendor on the Ist of May, but it seems the Arch- 
bishop of Paris displeased his Majesty by the imser- 
tion of the word “liberty” in his congratulatory 


was unanimously adopted, to which we shall call attention | 


THE WORKING MEN’S LEAGUE. 
Tune—* Old Dan Tucker.” 
Come all you who are fond of singing, 
Let us set a song a ringing ; 
Sound the chorus, strong and hearty, 
And Mirbctisy 2 a jovial party. 
Get out of the way you speculators, 
You shall no longer be dictators. 


Some love Rents and speculation, 
Some with eich would fill the nation; 


ideal 


In a lump we'll class these critturs, 
And we’ll call them speculators. 
Get out of the way, &c. 


He who lives by labor only. 
Ne’er shall find his fireside lonely ; 
But his home a happy place is, 
Blest with cheerful smiling faces. 
Get out of the way, &c. 


Interest steals a man’s good feelings, 

He’s a rogue in all his dealings ; 

Smirks and smiles until he’s found you, 

Then, O, crackey ! how he’s bound you. 
Get out of the way, &c. 


All who wish for homes to bless. them, 
All who wish the girls to kiss them, 
Hark! while soberness is o’er us, 
Here’s a song, and this the chorus, 

Get out of the way, &c. 


Once we used to beg to labor, 
Then to toil was thought a favor ; 
We'll have a home all smiling, sunny, 
Without price and without money. 

Get out of the way, &c. 


Time was once when honest workers, 
Were put upon a par with porkers,* 
But now a new reform’s beginning, 
Selling land is now a sinning. 

Get out of the way, &c. 


See the Agrarian Ball a rolling, 
Hark! the knell of Avarice tolling ! 
Roll the ball to every station, 
In our own great Yankee nation. 
Push along and keep it moving, 
The People’s Cause is still improving. 


Satan saw his trade was failing, 

Heard no more the orphans’ wailing ; 

Sent his imps abeut us yelling, 

** Don’t stop! don’t stop! but keep on selling !” 
Get out of the way you old Land Seller, 
You’re a loafing, crafty feller. 


True you once did price demand, 
For what was Nature’s gift, the Land ; 
Boast you may that you have done it, 
Reform’s on foot, and you can’t come it. 

Get out of the way, though you have done it, 

Reform’s the word, and you can’t come it. 
Monopolists now jrst be a thinking, 
No more at such great wrong be winking ; 
Come on and own that you’re mistaken, 
Sign the Pledge, and save your bacon. 

Push it along and keep it moving, 

The People’s Cause is still improving. 

* «Swinish multitude.” 
a 


Father Mathew. 

The following sketch of this benevolent man, and great 
benefactor of his race, is from a correspondent of the Tri- 
bune. It is said that Father Mathew is soon to visit this 
country. He will receive a hearty welcome. 

*‘ T have had the pleasure of much of Father Mathew’s 


sonage as he is. 


Care ves 
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FROM THE OLD MONARCHIES. 


morning, bringing dates to the 4th inst., but very — 
little news. Nothing in Ireland, save the farce of 
Danicl O’Connell’s tria).» Affidavits-and arguments 
for a new trial will consume one term of the Court. 
‘Then comes the appeal to the House of Lords— 
probably first to the twelve judges. Months, will, 
thus, be. trifled away,.the people will be amused. 
The Repeal question will dehenerate into a mere 
personal issue between the base government and the 
baser GRAB EYES: aie 

In France the standing Army—that machinery by 
which Louis Philippe hopes to cast out French li- 
berty, is beginning to go wrong. Wide-spread dis- 
affection is manifesting itself in the ranks. Soldiers 
and non-commissioned officers are arrested by the 
score, and instantly deported to Algiers. It is stated 
that the venerable tyrant is falling into ill-health. 
His demise may be the signal for events that will 
astonish Europe. 
The Spaniards and Moors are preparing for hos- 
tilities. Ant so far, successful Insurrection exists 
in Portugal.> In Italy the friends of Freedom are 
resting on their arms. 
We have received our files of English and Irish 
papers. The Northern Star announces the assem- 
bling of the National Convention of the Industrious 
Classes at Manchester. The same journal publishes 
at full length, the proceedings of the National Re- 
formers of this country, on the question of the Pub- 
lic Lands. The Star has a list of some 50,000 sub- 
scribers, and probably two or three millions of adult 
readers. It is the principal, almost the sole organ 
of the English Democracy, and it pronounces this 
movement for the Public Lands as the signal for 
establishing true liberty, both in this country and in 
Europe. Will not our polititians take the hint? If 
they don’t they’ll repent it, as some of them are re- 
penting the course they took in reference to Texas. 
—Williamsburgh Democrat: 

ee ae Tee 

Wurprrine 1n THE Navy.—The reformer who should con- 
tend for the rights of sailors as men and citizens, would most 
likely be told that they had them already ; that the iron pres- 
sure of the privileged classes—their harsh, contemptuous lan- 
guage—their daily resort to colt and cat, extra duty and short 
allowance—were legal, or, if not always strictly within the 
letter of our merciful sea-law, were necessary and wholesome 
—downright beauties of discipline in fact, borrowed from the 
British Navy, which of course is infallible, and could in no way 
be dispensed with or improved. No; there is no cruelty or 
injustice practised in our service. All the floggings, legal and 
illegal too, we presume, which are inflicted, as a learned divine 
lately said of hanging, are simply an enlarged benevolence, 
delightful in itself, and most beneficial in its effects on hu- 
manity. 
In the Court of Inquiry in the case of Lt. Mackenzie, of 
the U.S. brig Somers, we have the testimony of the high offi- 
cers composing that Court, that there was nothing uncommon 
or illegal in the punishment on board the Somers. The gentle- 
men were evidently used. to such things. We cannot, there- 
fore, be accused of unfairness, when we state as an instance of 
remarkable tenderness, that in six months only two thousand 
two hundred and sixty-five lashes were distributed among 123 
men and boys—that men of ‘ good character” did not get 
flogged more than six times in One cruise—that a “ good’’ boy 
of 14 escaped with the same amount of punishment—that an- 
other “ smart and active”? boy of 14 received but 101 lashes in 
two months—that even a ‘‘ dull and stupid” youth of 18 was 
only whipped three times for not cleaning the battle-axes, &c., 
al several ‘‘ bad’? boys even escaped with a dozen each the 
whole “cruise. 

These are data by which we may judge of the attractions 


society. One aware of his great fame and wonderful exer- | which our navy in its best arrangement offers to respectable 
tions, would be surprised to see so youthful-looking a per- | ™©?: 


Every thing on board the Somers was done “ decently 


There is scarcely a gray hair in his dark and in order.” ‘There is an air of decorum and moral gage | 


The Britannia arrived in Boston on Saturday ioe 


ge a TE. . ._|in an entry like this:-—‘* Read prayers, and punished the fo 
locks—his eye has all the lustre of twenty-five—his frame is lowing boys with a colt, by order of the Captain.” There were 


ten of the boysthen whipped. ‘ Read prayers and punished,” 


harangue. 


lievers in human progression, it is all important that the remarkably stout, and his step as elastic as a mountaineer’s. 
PFoS , The Government have resolved to surround the y : P 


phase, its a Americans should not deceive and destroy themselves by 
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treading that ** Romi to Ruin’? which has enslaved and anni- 
nilated too many other nations who have recklessly and 
madly cast away the reslities of freedom for the delusive 
fancies of military glory. 

Thirdly. That the struggle of the working elasses in this 
country, their own kith and kin, has excited no sympathy 
with the Americans. With a million, times the difficulties 
to contend with that the Americans. had, the English Char- 
tists have been ridiculed and calumniated by a no small sec- 
tion of the Republican (?) press for seeking the establish- 
ment of the very principles of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. But this we cease to be surprised at, when we find 
the patriots of Rhode Island treated as * Rebels” for de- 
manding Universat Surrrace ! 

Fourthly. That possessing the rights of citizenship, those 
rights have been most criminally abused. ‘This is too true. 
The many have permitted the few to usurp and monopolise 
the soil; and by bankcraft, lawyer-craft, and the thousand and 
one schemes of profit-craft, allowed of the accumulation of 
immense hoards of wealth in the hands of a few Leviathan 
blood-suckers, to the degradation, misery, and social slavery 
of the myriad bees, who rattle their votes into the ballot-box 
for political schemers and public plunderers, and then call 
themselves “free”! While year by year, they continue 
nearing that slough of degradation and wretchedness in 
which the millions of Europe have been teo long sinking 
and groaning in their agony. 


We by no means assume that all our American brethren 
are [guilty of the things here charged against them; but the 
majority are so. There is a party, a powerful and growing 
one, pledged never to cease their exertions till they break 
the chains of the slave. There are those who denounce the 
guilt and madness of war, and who dare to defy prejudice 
in defence of truth. There are those who admire patriotism 
wherever existing, and sympathize with the oppressed 
wherever found struggling for freedom. Last, and not least, 
there are those who, secing the social decline of the la- 
borer, have boldly planted the standard of principle ; and 
taking up their position upon man’s Natural Rights, have 
demanded a return to the edicts of eternal justice, that Re- 
publicanism may be made something more than a mere 
name, and the masses became sociauiy, instead of nomi- 
nally, *‘ free.”” To this last point we wish to direct the at- 
tention of our readers. 

In our seventh page, under the head of “ Great and Im- 
portant Movement in the United States,” our readers will 
find an account of some most interesting proceedings at a 
meeting of the New York Democracy, holden on the 8th 
of March last. Our information of these proceedings has 
been derived from a newly-established New York paper, 
entitled ** The People’s Rights,” conducted with consider- 
able ability and an honesty and energy of purpose truly 
refreshing to those who have had to read the inanities, false- 
hood, and bluster of the greater portion of the American 
press. This paper has been started as the advocate of 
man’s equal and imperishable right to the land; aud simul- 
taneous with its appearance, there commenced a movye- 
ment among the working men for the establishment of an 
organization to attain the practical working of that great 
principle. At the first meeting, Mr. Devyr, Editor. of the 
Williamsburg Democrat,—well known in the North of 
England for his advocacy of Chartism, as one of the con- 
ductors of the Northern Liberator,—opened the proceedings 
by delivering “ an interesting and eloquent address,”’ which 
we regret has not reached us; and was followed by Mr. W. 
L. Mackenzie, one of the most gallant and consistent of the 
Canadian patriots, now a citizen of the United States. An 
abstract of MACKENz1Ie’s speech will be found in the Re- 
port; and to it we invite the serious attention of our readers, 


than ever, in consequence of the spirit of disaffection 
which has manifested itself in the army.— Republic. 


[It would seem that ‘ citizen” kings are not much 
of an improvement upon the “ Divine Right” and 
“‘ Hereditary” articles ; and it is more than probable 
that “ disaffection” in the army and proscription of 
the press may do for Louis Philippe what they did 
for Charles X., in spite of the fortifications around 
Paris. 

The correspondent of the same paper holds the 
following language—not the less significant, because 


it is in contrast with inferences from the above para- 
graphs. ] 


Paris, 30th April, 1844. 
The state of the public mind in this country is 


calculated to excite apprehension, if not alarm, on 
the part of those who take an interest in the move- 
ments of society, and who desire the honor and wel- 
fare of constitutional governments. A dead set is 
made against the government, not for its acts, for 
they are blameless, but because it is a government, 
and for no other reason. The spirit of destruction 
is abroad ; and there is an amount of restlessness, 
dissatisfaction, and evil intention hardly to be con- 
ceived and certainly not to be understood by any 
who are not on the spot. As it was in 1828, dur- 
ing the administration of the Viscount de Ma rtignac, 
so it is; all men seem bent on mischief,—and war, 
both civil and foreign, is desired by those whose so- 
cial position would authorize us to expect a very dif- 
ferent line of conduct and feeling. I sometimes 
think that it is impossible for nations to go to war 
again, so wholly do the interests of society command 
and demand peace; but when I contemplate the 
state of society here, and generally throughout this 
country, I am astonished that before this some 
mighty tempest has not arisen and swept all before 
it. he bad state of feeling to which I refer, has, 
alas! extended itself to the Chamber of Deputies. 
That Chamber has displayed during the session not 
merely a total indifference to the solid and _per- 
manent interests of the country, and to all those 
questions which ought to occupy the attention of the 
representatives of a great people, but it has repeat- 
edly condescended to the most ill-judged, violent, 
personal, and I will add, disgraceful attacks on the 
ministers of the Crown. 


—_— ~~ 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Irish State Trials; or, The Queen vs. O’Connell, and Others. 


New York: William H. Colyer, No. 5, Hague street. Price 
25 cents. 


The Light Dragoon. By the Author of « The Subaltern,” “Chel- 


sea Pensioners,” “ The Hussar.” 
yer, No. 5, Hague street. 


La Meschianza. By John H. Mancur, Author of “Christine”— 
‘“‘ Alda Grey ”— “The Deserter ” — « Jasper Crowe ”—“ Henri 
Quartre ; or, The Days of the League.” No.6. Tales of the 


New York: Wiliam H. Col- 








Revolution, Price One Shilling, William H. Colyer 


bernow of Louis: Phikipe: with greater safeguards By invitation I supped and breakfasted with him, so that I 


had an ample opportunity of observing the man. 


seems to be well acquainted with the progress of Temperance 
in the United States, and the exertions of many of our dis- 
tinguished teetotalers. I congratulate myself that I am able 


intention to visit the New World in a short time. 
me he should pay it a visit in the autumn, bnt mentions ina 


soon. I think we may set down his appearance in our 
country sometime during the next spring. 


‘His * giving the pledge ’ is solemn, affecting and sublime. 
I saw in the Capuchin Church thousands kneel, and, amid 


any asked me,‘ To what do you attribute Father Mathew’s 
vast power?’ Ll would reply—To his persuasiveness and 
virtue. Oh! what asmile irradiates his countenance ! what 
love for man burns in his every word! what visible glory sits, 
like a crown upon his brow! what he has effected in Ire- 
land ! how he has prepared the people not only to gain, but 
to enjoy and to preserve—Freedom! During a stay of some 
months in Ireland I have only seen one drunken person. 
The Irish in England are preferred by employers, owing to 
their temperance. When I look at the beauty and fertility 
of this land, and at the morality of its inhabitants, I behold 
vistas of magnificence opening for Old Ireland in the future, 
which no European nation has yet enjoyed. 


——@———— 


LAND MONOPOLY IN ENGLAND. 
The following extract is from the London Times, which, for 


many years, mark ye, has been the leading Tory paper of Great 
Britain. Does it not “speak volumes”’? 
“ The Legislature, conspirir g, of course, with social changes, 
but latterly rather in advance of them, has done all that it 
could to detach the laborer from local ties. He has now no 
connexion with the soil. He has no stake in the country. 
The word ‘cottage’ has ceased to mean what it once meant—a 
house with a little plot of ground. The small freeholds have 
been bought up. Lives run out. Copyholds are almost ex- 
tinct. Commons have been enclosed. Small holdings of 
every shape or kind have melted away. A few poor men here 
and there have stuck to their little properties or rights. By 
this time they are nearly all bought out, or starved out, or 
bullied out, or tricked out of their miserable remnants of house 
and land. Long did they cling to the merest twig of a tenure, | 
but at last they were forced to relax their grasp, and down they 
went. Farms are fewer and larger, The gulf between the 
laborer and the farmer increases.. The laborer has no chance 
of rising ; if he had three lives, how could he save enough to 
rent qa thousand acres? The large farmer looks on the la- 
borers as a mere crowd, hungry and dependent. Last of all, 
the parochial tie is severed. he laborer’s last home is gone. 
He is a stranger in his own parish, It is no last resource to 
im. It is not bound to supply him with work, or to give him 
Christian reliefin the hour of adversity. A grim seareerow— 
the union workhouse—warns him off the neighborhood to some 
more hospitable region, where it may perhaps be possible to find 
regular employment, to live, to save, and to die in peace. 
“The result is obvious. Instead of an infinite number of 
small pete some mere laborers, and some rather better, sub- 
divided into,distinct and different groups and classes, and tied 
to persons, places and interests, we have now ‘a laboring po- 
“a uniform unencumbered living sea of labor.— Every 
eakwater has been smoothed down, and now we see a great 
lagyne before us. What follows? ‘The storms of passion and 
the currents of desire will now have absolute sway on the vast 
unbroken surface. A breath will raise it into billows. The 
smallest depression of the level will change the whole into one 
irresistible stream. Ebb and flow will have free course. All 
this is, of course, exactly as it should be to the political econo- 
mist. He has labor at his command without any restriction ; 





but so has the speculator—so also has the agitator.” 


smiles and sobs and blessings, receive his ministration. If 


seems t>come harshly together, but after all itis perhaps rather 


1 ample His con- | an evidence that these floggings were not given from sheer ill- 
versation is lively and refined—occasionally humorous. He 


temper, as is too often the case in ships of war. There is no 
evading the fact that almost every degree of degrading cruelty 
is practised by the officers, and it is equally notorious that all 
chance of redressis nearly hopeless. To appeal to a court 


to inform the vast Washingtonian army of Fathew Mathew’s martial, composed, as it must be, of officers assuming the same 
He teldj men” would be worse than useless. 


: It is the business of the 
Secretary of the Navy to ascertain how far such severity of 


. ‘ . ape emee discipline comports with with the rights of humanity, and the 
letter received from him since, his inability to embark so " de 


real efficiency of the navy. Every day of inaction on a ques- 


tion like thi#is a reproach to himself and a disgrace to the na- 
tion.— Boston Investigator. 


el 


{=> The New York Corporation have leased the Brook- 
lyn Ferries (South and Fulton) for $30,000 a year. The 
Brooklyn Common’ Council have passed a resolution declar- 
ing a principle of “ natural right’ that will shockify our nerv- 
ous contemporary in this village. They have actually de- 
clared that the East River is a highway of Nature’s own 
workmanship—and does not belong to the Corporation of 
New York, but to the people at large. What owdacious 
Agrarianism! If the Brooklyn fathers lay within the scope 
of our contemporary’s crutch, wouldn’t he lay it on them !— 


Williamsburgh Dem. 


pee 


( At the late Sessions, in Queens, Judge Ruggles de- 
cided that any person has a right to perform the ceremony 
of marriage ; and take whatever they can get for doing so. 


In Ireland, out of a total of 1,328,839 dwellings, no less 
than 1,024,575 are mud cabins, and 491,278 of these con- 
tain only one room !—[Late Parliamentary return. ] 

sl aviguaiiiamiaeciis 


Birts.-—In North Carolina, the ladies of Chang and Eng, 
the Siamese Twins, of daughters. 


ee 


(<> Persons who wish to take this paper in Williamsburgh, 
can have it delivered to them regularly by leaving their 
names at the office of the Democrat, or with the Carrier. 


(=> Agents wanted for the People’s Rights in the cities ad- 
jacent to New York. 


SS 8 


EQUAL RIGHT TO LAND. 

A Public Meeting ofthe Mechanics and other Working 
Men of New York and its vicinity, the Members of the 
National Reform Association and all who are in favor of rescu- 
ing the Public Lands from the grasp of British Capitalists and 
Speculators, and of preserving them, forthe free and exclusive 
use of actual settlers, through all time, will be held at the new 
Head Quarters, corner of Chatham and Mulberry streets, on. 
THURSDAY EVENING next, at half past 7 o’clock. 

By order of the last. meeting. 


James A. Pyne, Ch’'n. 
Joun Winpt, Sec’y. 


————. 
Sons of Vulcan, attend! 

The BLACKSMITHS, FINISHERS, and HELPERS of 

New York and vicinity are requested to assemble on Mon- 
day Evening, at half past 7 o’clock, at Montgomery Hall, 
76 Prince street, near Broadway, to take into consideration our pre- 
sent condition, and to devise a plan that will render our condition 
better for the future. Come one, come all, come early! ‘The iron 
is hot! Come, giveusa blow! _ 
By order of a previous meetin 


RICHARD W. BEEBE, Ch’n. 
E. S. MANNING, Sec’y. 


———< Ge 


The Central Committee of the National Reform Asso- 
ciation will meet atthe shop of Mr, Maxwell, 259 Bowery, 
on Friday Evening at half past 7 o’¢lock. All other Work- 


ing Men who feel an interest in the movement are invited to 
be present,» 
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SKETCHES OF THE 
Speeches at the last Working Men’s Meeting. 


Mr. ComMERFORD gave an outline of the plan 
proposed by the National Reform Association, to 
make the Public Lands free to actual settlers, and 
then went on to show how it would be of particular 
benefit to young men and men of middleage. But, 
said he, this is a measure that will benefit all the 
working men of our cities, by taking off our surplus 
population, till all that remained should have full 
employment. Thus it would benefit every man, 
whether he might choose to go on the land or not. 
And the working men have but to will that this shall 
be so, and soit will be. They have but to support 
a press to spread the doctrine, and join the Associa- 
tion, so as to be able to act in concert, and to know 
when to act, and their success is sure. The leaders 
of both parties know that you can will this, and 
they are only waiting for the evidence of your wishes 
to take sides for or against you, as they may be in- 
fluenced either by selfishness or patriotism. 


A hundred and sixty acres of land will enable 
every man who desires to emigrate, to enjoy, ina 
short time, if not all the luxuries that are now mono- 
polized by the few, at least all the necessaries of 


platform of equality, and, by subjecting all to a 
moderate shareof healthful labor, enable men to live 
out, as they do not now, the natural term of their 
existence. (Hear.) ‘This measure we can and will 
carry by action, concert, and combination. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. MACKEN ZIE, after giving some new views 
of the powers and progress of machinery and the 
state of the political parties, the body of whom he 
said he believed meant well, said he must confess 
that to him there appeared a want of spirit among 
the people to support those who came forward to 
propose new and good measures. When Jackson, 
for instance, recommended that the lands should be 
accessible to the people, who responded to the pro- 
position ?- Who wrote to thank him for the sugges- 
tion? Who called meetings to put the measure for- 
ward? He believed that this proposition of Gen. 
Jackson, as now proposed to be carried out by the 
National Reform Association, would Jead to far hap- 
pier scenes than are now witnessed in this republic. 
And why should not the experiment be made ¢ If 
the British government could make experiments, 
such as that in the island of Jersey, where fifty thou- 
sand people were allowed to live without tariffs or 


en re ee ee ee - 


[Applause.] This is the view of the -case tha 


history, with few exceptions, has been a history o 


shall find that in the Grecian and Roman republics 


be none out of employ, and none to reduce wages. 


comes home to all. But there is a more extensive 
view of this subject to be taken. From the period sicad | | 
when man emerged from the primeval forest, his contained in the back numbers of the Advocate, ang, 
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f'| vhose hands this paper may fall, who desire to becon, 


human degradation. If we examine history, we | S¢ribers, will see the irsportance of getting the Pape 


, | the beginning. 


when each man had his right of soil, when a Cincin- | —a 

natus could be contented with his seven acres, they A Dose, - 5 

were a prosperous, dignified, happy, and wise peo- | Agrarian Ball, - 

ple. But when the few became possessors, of the | Agrarianism, - 

soil to the exclusion of the many, vice. and luxury | Agricultural Laborers, 

prevailed till a monarch was enabled to sacrifice Alcohol Bottle, - 

20,000 human beings to celebrate a marriage festi- Beggar Scotch Poet, 

val. We should look on history as a seaman looks | Black Hawk, - 

on his chart. Had Columbus had a chart, his path- | Brownson’s Opinions, h . 
way to the new world would have been easy. We|CONSTITUTION of the N. R. A. 
are not like Columbus: the chart of history points City Reforms, . : " 
out the rocks and shoals and sand banks that we | Cellar Diggers, to, - - 
should avoid. It tells us where commenced the | Cade, communication of, e 

period of Roman degeneracy. The patricians had|Chaplains, - - > 

seized upon the public lands. ‘The people were|Community, Zoar, - “ 
staggering about hungry, deprived of land enough to 
raise a radish on, and yet they were inactive. The | Curtis, Edward, 
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life, free from the fear of want, and this is what the taxes of any kind ; if a monarchy ‘could make this | two meen’ b greg the ee ape we not been rt paper and the Evening Post, . pens 
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measure that will place every working man beyond 
the fear of want. If this measure is adopted, the 
working man need not dread the coming winter, the 
approach of rent day, paper money revulsions, or 
** bad times.” The rich take care of themselves in 
all cases. If there isa paper money inflation, they 
go on swimmingly, and when the bubble bursts they 
pass a bankrupt law, which enables all who have 
speculated too largely to relieve themselves at once 
from their debts, and begin anew. But the work- 
ing man has no resource in panic times, except 
humbly to beg for a day’s employment. (Hear.) It 
only requires a combination of the working classes 
to remedy this state of things. Look at the num- 
bers of the different trades now holding meetings, 
almost nightly. They ought to look beyond mere 
measures of temporary relief; they ought to see 
that as the quantity of labor in the market accumu- 
lates the price of labor must fall, and the number 
unemployed must increase. If the avenue to the 
public lands was opened, the surplus would gradu- 
ally decrease. (Hear.) 


The strength of the working men is now wasted 
by the formation of a multitude of societies, which 
offer only a temporary shield from oppression, or a 
partial relief in sickness, while they leave the root 
of the evil untouched. Look at the Odd Fellows, 
for instance. | Applause.] These societies in general 
do not provide for a man that is destitute, and out 
of employment. If he can’t pay his dues he is 
struck off the list. Mr. C. did not wish to impugn 
the motives of those who got up these societies ; he 
only wished to show that their efforts were misdi- 
rected, and their means misapplied. Under tyranni- 
cal governments there is need of secret societies, 
but there is no need of them here. The time and 
money spent in these societies would be far better 
expended to advance a measure that will not only do 
all that these societies propose to do, but far more ; 
a measure that will secure a home for yourselves, 
your children, and your children’s children. [Cheers. ] 

In Europe, if the working men proposed to asso- 
ciate for such a measute as this, bayonets would be 
pointed at them by the rich. Here we can peacea- 
bly assemble and show the rich how this great mea- 
sure will benefit even them. Under the present 
state of things they know not how soon their poste- 
rity may become poor. When the rich understand 
our objects they will be with us, for they are not na- 
turally dishonest in th2ir feelings. Many of them 
are with us even now. 

Mr. C. contended that, under the present system, 
it was almost impossible for a man to obtain a living 
by hard labor and provide for sickness and old age. 
He then mentioned an instance of an old man, a 
mechanic, now 70 years of age, who had always 
been a steady, economical man, who was now obliged 
to obtain a precarious subsistence by filing saws, 
while his wife and daughter were compelled to make 
shirts for venders in Chatham-street, if whom they 
found ic difficult to collect the few cents they could 
earn in this way. ‘This, said he, is the condition to 
which many American citizens are reduced in our 
cities, while their rents are annually increasing. 
And yet the asses of literature, as Burns calls them, 
while pretending great sympathy with the suffering 
poor, would write books urging upon them the prac- 
tice of economy, and would keep aloof from this 
movement because it did not originate with them. 

God never gave a deed of the earth to any man, 
but left it for the free use of all. A few have un- 
wisely been allowed to monopolize the earth; and 
now the progress of knowledge having shown the 
evil of this monopoly, which compels millions to 
starve to pamper a few, we propose to arrest it in 
an easy and peaceable manner. ‘To set the ball in 
motion, it is necessary to support a paper, and to 
join the Association. Our object is to carry out the 
principles that our fathers fought for. Adopt this 
measure of freeing the land, and you would not see 
poor girls compelled to walk miles every morning, 
in all seasons and through all weather, to earn, by 
a long day’s toil, the means of supporting their wi- 
dowed mothers in some miserable cellar or garret 
up town. If the men of New York have a spark 
of manhood left, they will combine to break up a 
system that may subject their sisters, wives, and 
daughters to this misery and degradation. [Hear.] 
The increase of our prisons keeps pace with the in- 
crease of our poor houses, and why? Because 
Americans could not see that it was any less degrad- 
ing to beg than to steal, to run the risk of the prison 
than the certainty of the poor house. [Applause.] 

An untutored Indian would stare with bewilderment 
and disgust, on being told that we shut up our poor 
in a magnificent building, after denying them the 
right to earn their living on the land. [Hear.] , 

Without any display of figures or rhetoric, we 
propose a plain and simple remedy for the present 
evils ; a measure that will obviate the necessity for 

houses and prevent pauperism and crime ; that 
will make every man a citizen in substance as well 
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little progress in the science of government that has fell a victim to the patiicians. If the working men | Giant Industry in Fetters, - - Be ther 
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yet been made even where the right of suffrage has 
been universal. He must say that after a residence 
of seven years in the United States, it grieved him 
to see that we were not farther ahead; that we 
were still subject, in matters of law, to the decisions 
of the Secroggses and Jeffries of England, and still 
cherishing the British system of land monopoly. 

Ile then mentioned a recent case in which a young 
man in a slave state had been sentenced to death for 
marrying a slave; a case of such apparent inhu- 
manity and injustice asto excite even the indignation 
of Lord Brougham in the British parliament ; but 
when the matter came to be investigated, it turned 
out that the man was sentenced under an old law 
of George HI. still in force in Louisiana! There is 
too much partyism, or these British laws and cus- 
toms would be swept away. ‘This must be mended. 
(Ilear.) 

Mr. M. then spoke of the Banking system, the ten- 
dency of which is to drive men, like Nebuchadnezzar, 
to feed on grass. What have the people done to 
remedy this evil? What have the parties done? 
One party has cried ‘* Down with the Monster 
Bank,” and down it went; but the same party fos- 
tered hundreds of state banks in its place, to eat out 
the vitals of labor as the monster had done. Then 
eame the Sub-Treasury, and what was it, but a 
mere system of checks upon Banks? All is selfish 
with the leaders of the two parties, and the 
remedy is for the honest men of all parties and sects, 
Whigs and Democrats, Catholics and Protestants, 
all to unite and pledge their lives and fortunes as 
they did in the revolution for the common good. 
(Applause.) Let an Ameriean State of 100 by 100 
miles be laid out on the public lands, where men shall 
have an equal right to land, and be governed by 
their own and not by British laws, and then you will 
see a true Republic. (Cheers.) 


Mr. M. again adverted to our absurd adoption of 
the voluminous mass of British common law, and 
contrasted it with the comparative simplicity of the 
French system, and showed how innocent men were 
frequently sent (o prison here, if too poor to fee a 
lawyer, from their inability to comprehend the mass 
of verbiage, in which charges against them are en- 
clouded. If you do not rise up in your might and 
abolish these law and land monopolies, the history 
of the past will be the history of the future. A few 
will hold large tracts of lands covered with briars 
and thistles, while millions will be starving from 
want of bread. (flear.) 

The people were so accustomed to be flattered 
and wheedled by men who had particular ends to ad- 
vance, to be told that they were good and great, and 
wise and virtuous, that he feared they would not 
like his plain spoken words. (Applause-) In truth, 
however, he could not praise them. They were 
either neglecting their duty or he was under a deep 
delusion. (Applause.) So help me God, said he, I 
see no plan so likely to perpetuate liberty as this 
plan of allowing every man who chooses to become 
a landholder; and if Congress would make the ex- 
periment on a hundred miles square of territory, I 
would be among the first settlers. (Cheers.) 


Mr. DEVYR made some remarks on machinery, 
as connected with the welfare of the working classes 
in Europe under the present arrangements, showing 
the horrible state of destitution and misery endured 
by the weavers of Lancashire, and mentioned one 
case within his own knowledge of an industrious 
man who, unable by his labor to obtain a support 
for his family, had died of a broken heart, and 
whose family had all been compelled to go to the 
poor house. In almost every other department of 
industry the distress was almost equal to that of the 
weavers. And here, witha boundless territory, and 
a soil of almost exhaustless fertility, we are so fast 
approaching to the same state of things that the poor 
immigrant is looked upon as an. intruder. Immense 
tracts of our Public Lands are already in the hands 
of speculators. The remedy we propose ought to 
have been adopted sooner, but better late than 
never. We propose:that no more public land shall 
be sold, and that the land shall be reserved for the 
free use of actual settlers... Some may not wish to 
go, preferring the dirty streets, narrow lanes, and 
smoke of the city ; but others, who love the fresh- 


ness of nature, the free white clouds passing over, 


the music of the birds, and the perfume of the blos- 
soms, may prefer to enjoy these things, and for these 
a path should be opened. Should one of these say, 
‘fam helpless and cannot go,” his fellow working 
men, instead of supporting him in idleness as some 
of the trades now do, would say,'*‘ Come aboard the 
steamer, and here are the means to support you till 
you canereet a log cabin and raise a crop. | Initwo 
or three years you can repay the loan we will make 
you, and in ten years you can be surrounded with 
an independent and happy family, and able to assist 
others who may emigrate.” , Open this avenue, and 


the twenty or thirty that you now find at every cor- 





ner out of work would dwindle down till there woul 
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to regain their rights. [Hear, hear.] 


the fields and flowers ; that they cannot, occasion- 


ture, clamber up the acclivity, and behold with rap- 
ture the still lake, reflecting the surrounding hills 
and the moving clouds, like a mirror; along the 
margins the firuit trees in blossom, and the flocks 
grazing, and the glorious sunshine casting around 
lights, and shadows, and tints, defying the painter’s 
art to imitate. It is peculiarly unfortunate that you 
must be buried for days and weeks in the streets of 
New York, with your minds occupied with nothing 
but your petty trafficking concerns. If you could 
more often take a sail in the bay, or a stroll in the 
primeval forest, you would be much more capable 
of comprehending the vast importance of this move- 
ment, the intimate connection between man’s hap- 
piness and the right to the soil. [Applause.] Com- 
pare the situation of the mechanic as it would be, in 
his natural position, on his own premises, planting 
with his own hands the trees and shrubs to beautify 


pleasure, their development ; compare this with his 
situation in this city, dragging his weary form to 
work at six or seveno’clock in the morning, watceh- 
ing the slow progress of the hour hand upward till 
noon; then see his occasional anxious glances at 
the clock as the hour hand descends, and his anxie- 
ty for the honr to arrive when he can say that ano- 
ther day of his existence is annihilated! Visit man 
on the broad face of nature, and you will find that 
you can live for something better than you now en- 
joy. 

If the lands were free, companies of twenty or 
thirty families, acquaintances, might emigrate toge- 
ther and enjoy each other’s society, far more \than 
they canhere. If you see all this; if you see that 
on the one hand, our public lands will become Duke- 
doms and Earldoms, occupied by landlords and ten- 
ants; and, on the other, into states inhabited by 
independent freeholders, then, I say, preserve your 
liberties! Strike while the iron is hot, and in re- 
turn for what your ancestors have done for you, 
leave to posterity a system that will ensure a repub- 
lic here for ten thousand years. [Great applause. ] 

If you are men impressed with the -dignity of 
manhood, then give a tone and direction to this 
movement that will speedily control its fate. Don’t 
let it pass you as the idle wind. Let each one of 
you consider yourself its advocate and champion. 
Get your fellow working men by the button, and 
visit them in their workshops. Save the Republic ! 
for monarchy will inevitably be the destiny of this 
country if you do not abolish the monopoly of the 
land. 

You are not acting a manly part; you ought not 
to look your wives and sweethearts in the face, if 
you do not identify yourselves with the men who 
have taken the lead in this movement. You have 
a holy duty to perform. 

Because ¢reat' men did not take the lead ; be- 
cause the men with hard hands commenced the re- 
form, will you hold back? Because men who have 
studied oratory for the purpose of misleading you 
are not here, will you not pay attention to what you 
hear? 

Some of your representatives in Congress, and 
in the State Legislature, have already adopted our 
views. Van Renssellaer and Albany counties will 
be with us at once. The degradation and insult 
heaped upon the people of these counties by those 
who claim title to their lands would stagger belief. 
Only think, for instance, of an American citizen 
being obliged to carry four fat ducks to his landlord 
once a year. 

Congress and the Legislature beckon you on in 
this cause. If you are not impressed with its im- 
portance, in God’s name rise up and give your ob- 
jections. If any one believes that evil will come of 
it let him show in what way. . . . If all are 
satisfied, then let every man stand forward asa 
champion in the cause, and push it forward as if 
life or death depended on his efforts. If you cannot 
-do this, don’t consider yourselves worthy of being 
called freemen; let Lord Doolittle, or the Hon. 
Jack Squander come over and be land-Lords for 
your children, and give up all claim to the blessings 
of a clear conscience! [Great applause, as Mr. D. 
sat down. ] 


“ Capital is man’s product—he made it, but land is the Creator’s 
produet—he made it, and gave it not to a part, but to all the human 
race.” —J. K. Fisher. 

‘If to the Common’s fenceless limits strayed, 
He drives his flock, to pick the scanty blade, 
Those fenceless fields the sons of wealth divide, 
And even the bare worn Common is denied.” 





the master evil in our political condition.” —Richard Carlile, 


of New York donot know the importance of the 
land to the people, the patricians of Rome knew it, 
and so they killed the people, when they attempted 


It is unfortunate, continued Mr. D., that the work- 
ing men of New York cannot more often get among 


ally, stray into some wild and rugged scene of Na- 


his dwelling, and watching daily, with sensations of 


“ On the question of the monopoly of the land, I am decided that it 
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* Declaration of the National Reform A” 
ciation. 

It is the general usage of individuals or associated! 
when they find it necessary to come before the public,! 
ply state what their business or :their objects are; “ 
stating, also, what they arenot. ‘Thus, if a man ad vers 
he makes and sells boots, it is not deemed necessary ' 
should proceed to inform the public that he does 2 ™ 
sellhats. ‘This is a convenient and a common s0se 
doing business; but it would seem that the National R 
Association is to be excluded from its benefits, 
We have, in documents already published, explicitly 
the objects contemplated by our movement. ‘Thost’ 
we repeat them again, are, 
First, To put an end to speculation in and Monop!y 
Publie Lands. 
Secondly, To secure a Farm on those lands, of re 
size, to every actual settler, free of cost. 
We do not want an equal division, or any division“ 
private property—either of land property, or prope’ ° 
by human hands. : 
We desire not to interfere, pro or con, with the pe 
rangements of Society, further than they may be rege 
the right of every man in this Republic to become al 
on the Public Lands. 
We trust this declaration will be sufficient to set ™ 
misunderstanding that may have gone abroad, resp 
objects and principles. 

—— —— 

LEONARD BOND’S 

HAT WAREHOUSE, 


NO, 232 GRAND STREET, 
Near the Bowery, New York. 




















EYPORT SCHOOL.—The subscriber has opened 
K. School at Koyper. N. J., near Mr. Wm. R. Jaques 
the instruction of Pupils of both sexes in those branches f 
deemed most useful, as well as pleasing and enlightening“; 
Spelling, Reading, Arithmetic, Writing, English Gramm 
phy, History, the first principles of Botany, Astronomy, . 
Philosophy, together with Bookkeeping by Single and Do! 

Terms per Quarter, in Advance. 
Spelling, Reading, Arithwetic, and Writing, 
Do. with English Grammar, Geography, and History, , 
Do. with Botany, Astronomy, Natura Philosophy, Rheto"” 

and Bookkeeping by Single Entry. y 
Do. with a Course of Lessons in Bookeeping by Do" 

Entry, 

Pens mon per quarter, extra, 

Fuel for the winter season, per quarter, 1 

(> Board may be obtained on reasonable terms at the BH") 
several private deaidies in the villa The situation of 
airy and salubrious, and commanding a fine view of the 


and the Narrows. E . wienies. vis 
| Keyport, September, 1842. 





WV 
EFERENCES:—G. & A. Johnson, Merchants, New Yor 
Schenek, Steamboat Rockland; Mr. Wm. R. Jaques, Key 
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